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The promise of Rush City Schools is to create global citizens who are lifelong learners.
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HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
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Rush City Schools
Superintendent

Brent Stavig

Families,

First, Iʼd like to congratulate the parents whose children make up the class of 2022. Iʼd also like to thank the staff,
community members, and the student body for supporting and believing in these new graduates. It was a humbling
experience to watch this group of students grow from young children into driven, amazing, young adults. These students
are prepared to be global citizens and lifelong learners. Several of these young people are going on to serve our country
in the military, some are jumping right into the workforce, some will attend technical programs, and many will pursue
four-year degrees at various colleges and universities across the state and nation. These accomplishments are not
possible without hard work, dedication, and the support of others. Congratulations, class of 2022, and to everyone who
helped these students grow.

Second, I want to outline some of the efforts and accomplishments of this year. While navigating through the continued
disruptions and inconveniences of the pandemic, our educational community stayed strong and pushed forward in
alignment with our Strategic Action Plan and the needs of our students and staff. We made significant progress in many
areas: Improved academic outcomes, full implementation of social and emotional learning curriculum in both buildings,
advancements in cultural competency, and improved building climates. We were also able to experience much more
typical extracurricular opportunities.

Finally, Iʼd like to share a bit of what our families can expect next year. We will be tenacious in continuing to address
learning loss that resulted from the pandemic and continuously work to improve academic outcomes. We will be rolling
out revised emergency procedures that are updated in accordance with best practices in crisis response. The district will
also be exploring solutions to address facility maintenance needs and space concerns that are limiting programing in
both buildings.  I look forward to working with our community in carrying out these important initiatives.

Again, congratulations to the class of 2022 and their families. I look forward to the commencement exercises that will
take place on Sunday, June 5th.  I wish everyone a safe and restful summer.

Best Regards,

Brent Stavig
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Rush City High School
Rush City High School Principal

Janet Wagener

Hello Rush City Tigers!

Things have been busy here at the high school. With all of the activities and events going on this month
typically flies by. The career fair was well attended by businesses, community members, and students. We
had some students walk away with summer employment and our younger students le� talking about future
career interests.

Prom was a wonderful time and I love seeing all of the students dressed up! If you had a chance to attend the
grand march you already know this but the display was BEAUTIFUL! Thank you to all of the staff and students
who made this event successful.

Senior Awards Night was impressive as always. We have one of the most generous communities. Thank you
to all of the organizations and scholarship donations. Our students are very lucky to have you all. And of
course congratulations to all of the seniors who received awards. Your accomplishments are truly amazing.
There were 75 scholarships handed out for a grand total of $74,350. Thank you to Mrs. Kirchberg and Mrs.
Weileder for your hard work in making this night possible.

Spring Fling on May 25th is going to be a day packed with fun! We will have our PBIS ROAR movie in the AM,
Spring pepfest to recognize sports, and an a�ernoon packed with activities(movie, bag tourney, games, etct).
Letʼs not forget about the staff vs. senior so�ball game! The graduation committee is continuing to meet to
make sure we have a memorable graduation ceremony on June 5th.

The end of the quarter/semester is coming to an end fast. Students please continue to push through and finish
STRONG! We encourage parents to monitor their students' grades through Studentvue. If you need any
assistance with this please call the high school office 320-358-4795.

As always, thank you for your continued support. Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns OR
just to chat :),

Janet M. Wagener
Rush City High School Principal
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CE Jacobson Elementary
Elementary Principal

Alicia Nelson

Here comes the sun!  Weʼre finishing strong!
Spring started off gray and cold…but we are so excited that we are finally seeing the sun and feeling its
warmth! It is wonderful to see so many students playing and sitting outside during their breaks, enjoying the
warmer weather.  Field trip season is well underway and itʼs so exciting to see our studentsʼ faces light up when
they arrive on that day!

I have been heartened throughout this spring by the spirit of our school community and working with such
exceptional staff. Despite the ongoing challenges of COVID-19, our students and staff have worked together to
ensure that our spirit of integrity, respect and care within our actions.   Teachers have been careful in their
attempts to minimize disruptions to learning. We made it!

Student attendance levels have been better, even in the face of the COVID-19 variants that have swept through
the country.  Students learn best when they are here at school with us and we know that achievement,
progress and final outcomes depend upon high levels of attendance.

We have recently completed our spring assessments (MCA, FAST).  These assessments are very important, as a
focal point for progress in learning.  Students have made growth and progress in so many areas across the
board, despite the struggles we have experienced with viral activity in the community.  We are just so proud of
each and every one of our students.  Coming back to school this year has been so good for all of us and we are
so proud of all that we have accomplished this year, collectively.

I hope you all have a great summer!  We are excited to see our summer school students in July, but I wish the
rest of you a wonderful time with family!  We hope to see you at the pool, in our parks,and enjoying the
weather!  Remember, your teachers and all of our support staff are here to support you, so if you have any
questions or concerns, please stay in touch with us over the coming weeks and you can reach out to me over
the summer. (anelson@rushcity.k12.mn.us)

🙂 Upcoming Activities and Updates:
- Last day of school:  Monday, June 6th    Last day for staff:  Tuesday, June 7th
- Targeted Services and ESY:  July 11-15, 18-22, 25-29 from 8:00am-Noon (registration is now closed)
- Extended ESY (for students who qualified on their IEPʼs): August 1, 3, 8, 10 (Mon./Weds.) from 8:00am-Noon
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Activities
Community Education and Activities Director

Lee Rood

Spring has finally arrived and as always it has been wonderfully busy in the activities department.  Although there have been lots of
ball games along with track and golf meets, not everything has been happening outside.

MSHSL Solo/Ensemble Contest: Rush City was lucky enough to host a band and choir MSHSL solo/ensemble contest. Thank you to
all who helped, especially Jaime Holmstrom who set up schedules for the kids and organized the concessions. In the choir contest,
Shane Douglas and Amanda Ellingson received Superior ratings and Levi Armstrong received a high Excellent rating.Shane Douglas
also won the Best of Site award. In the band contest, the jazz band received a Superior rating as did the clarinet trio of Greta
Rundquist, Allison Chilson, and Isabella Wood, Ashley Schmidt for her french horn solo, the brass ensemble of Brayden Blatz, Katelyn
Buehring, Shelby Holmstrom, Owen Anderson, Joseph Jungbluth, Maggie Roth, Gabriella Campbell, and a saxophone quartet of Kyle
Armstrong, Liam Kuehn, Cody O'Flanagan, and Braeden Rood. Ruth Widenstrom received an Excellent rating for her clarinet solo.
Ashley Schmidt was chosen Best of Site for the band performers.  Great job everyone!

Choir Concert Finale: On Monday, May 9th the high school choirs held their final concert of the school year.  All of the choirs did a
great job. A�er the concert,  Mr. Montzka also handed out awards at our last choir concert, Amanda Ellingson received the National
Choir Award; Shane Douglas received the Highest Honor Choir Award; Caleb Tobin received the Treble Clef Award. Congratulations to
everyone.

Great River Conference Art Show: Some of our students were able to participate in the Great River Conference Art Festival on May
11th.  There were lots of great art pieces shown. Remi Elbert received 1st Place in the Pottery category, Maggie Roth received 3rd
place the Pottery category and Shelby Holmstrom received 1st place in the Graphic Design category

Our outside athletic activities have been busy getting as many contests as they can in between storms. Track and field, golf, so�ball
are finished with their Great River Conference competition. Baseball will finish up on May 26th. Congratulations to the track and field
girls for their 3rd place finish and to the boys for their 2nd place finish.  The Tigers also had 3 GRC All-Conference winners.  Lydia
Bengtson in the 100m hurdles and long jump, Nolan Anderson in the 110m hurdles and 300m hurdles, and Owen Dick in the pole
vault. In golf, for the girls, Maggie Roth was the overall conference champion. Congratulations Maggie!  Abrianna Talberg and Ruth
Widenstrom were named all-conference.  For the boys golf team, Gabe Widenstrom was named to the all-conference team.
Congratulations also to the so�ball team. They finished as co-champions of the Great River Conference. This marks the 7th
consecutive season that Tigers So�ball has been champions or co-champions of the conference.

As you can see, it has been a very busy spring and it is not over yet.  Continue to check the school calendar to find the final
performances and playoff schedules as we close out the year!
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Community Ed
Early Bird Special - Aquatic Center Passes
Just in time for Spring, the Rush City Aquatic Center is offering an early bird special now
through June 1st, 2022. Treat the whole family or maybe your grandkids to a “Summer of
Fun” at the Aquatic Center. Right now we are offering 20% off all season passes.
Household Passes are marked down from $250 to only $200 for the season. Individual
passes for ages 9 – 61 originally $150 are now only $120 and individual passes for ages 62
and up and 8 and under were $85 now they are only $65 for the season. If you would like to
take advantage of this great deal, 2022 season passes can be purchased with Cathy Monster
at the Rush City High School principalʼs office. Opening Day at the pool will be Friday, June
10th!

Lifeguarding Class at the Hinckley Pool
Date & Time: June 8th-10th from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. & June 11th

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Place: HFHS Pool
Cost:  $235 includes Manual, Red Cross Fees, whistle, CPR mask and class

instruction
Lifeguarding Class Information

Water Safety Instructor Class at the Hinckley Pool
Dates: June 7th-10th from 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. & June 11th from

1:00 p.m.- 9:00p.m.
Place: HFHS Pool/Room 120
Cost: $200.00 to HF Comm Ed- includes Book & Binder & Instruction

Your Red Cross Fees ($39) will be paid when you register and complete the online portion.
Water Safety Instructor Class Information

For all of the latest offerings available through community education or community education partnerships.
Community Education is looking for people willing to teach classes to our community members and students. There has been
specific interest in cooking classes. Perhaps a class showing the preparation of basic meals, or a make and take class for baking
some delicious goodies. Art classes are another area of interest. Could you teach an art class such as painting or ceramics? Maybe
you would like to plan and offer a field trip somewhere. One of our great Minnesota museums? A trip for an outdoor activity such
as skiing, snowboarding, or tubing? We also have many great theatre and sporting events that happen close by. Plan a trip and
take a group for a great experience! If you have an idea for a class, a project, or a trip, fill out this Application to Offer a Community
Education Course Through Rush City Schools and lets get started!

Continue to refer to the Rush City School District #139 Facebook page or our community educations page for the latest and greatest
information on what is happening here at Rush City High School and community education.

For more information or questions regarding community education, please contact Lee Rood or Cathy Monster at the high school.
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Community Ed (con’t)
Drivers Education (Students who are 14 years of age and older)
This 30-hour program will be conducted by a certified instructor from the A+ Driving School and will
fulfill the state driverʼs education requirement. The course will address the “how to” and “whys” of safe
driving. The format of the class will be lecture and active discussion. A�er completion of the program,
students will be able to set up and participate in behind the wheel sessions to meet the six hour state
requirement.Classes will meet VIRTUALLY through ZOOM Teleconferencing! All registration can be
done through: www.APlusDrivingSchool.net Need to miss a few classes--NO PROBLEM. Easy Make-Up

classes! We offer classes all year long with multiple time offerings each day. Take class from ANYWHERE through teleconferencing!
LIVE INSTRUCTORS!   FUN CLASSES!  PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE!
CLASS DATES and REGISTRATION: https://aplusdrivingschool.net/

SUMMER 2022
Class Dates:  June 2022 13,14,15,16, 20,21,22,23,  27,28 Class Time:  3-6pm OR 4-7pm OR 6:15-9:15pm
Class Dates:  June 29,30, July 5,6,7,8, 11,12,13,14 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  July 18,19,20,21, 25,26,27,28, Aug. 1,2 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  Aug. 3,4, 8,9,10,11, 15,16,17,18 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  Aug. 22,23,24,25,26, 29,30,31, Sep. 1,2 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm

2022 SUMMER REC

Click below for our 2022 Summer Rec
Information

2022 AQUATIC CENTER

Click below for our 2022 Aquatic Center
Information
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High School Counseling
Rush City High School Counselor

Kari Weileder

Greetings from the COUNSELING OFFICE!
I canʼt believe this year is almost over! It has certainly gone by very fast and has been filled with so many different events,
good times and moments with hundreds of students!

Our Careers Fair was a huge success! It was so wonderful to have so many different exhibitors there representing numerous
careers and business platforms. The students did an excellent job of asking so many thoughtful and inquiring questions. It is
so amazing that we have this opportunity for our students to learn about many careers from our own surrounding business
community!

We want to say a special thank you to all the local donors who contributed scholarships for our seniors this year. Your
contributions meant all the world to them and assists greatly to their success at college.  These include:

Chisago County Farm Bureau Scholarship
Chisago County Pheasants Forever Scholarship
Craig and Amy Mell Scholarship
Donald Moulton Memorial Scholarship
Eagles Aerie #2663 Scholarships
East Central Energy Scholarships
Evergreen Recycling Scholarships
Fairview Lakes FLMC Volunteer Organization Scholarship
Federated Cooperative Scholarship
Floyd and Jan May Memorial Scholarship
Janet Pederson Memorial Scholarships
John Schoeberl Memorial Scholarship
Lakes Region EMS Scholarship
Markham Family Foundation Scholarships
Matson Dunwoody Scholarships
National Wild Turkey Federation Scholarship
New Horizon Thri� Store Scholarships
P.E.O. Scholarship
PFLAG East Central Scholarships
Rick & Kristine Moulton Scholarships in honor of Mick & Joanne
Louzek
Rick & Kristine Moulton Scholarships in honor of Robert & Shari
Schlagel

Rock Creek Lions Club Scholarships
Rush City American Legion Post 93 Scholarship
Rush City Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Scholarship
Rush City Education Association Scholarship
RCEA- C.E. Jacobson Memorial Scholarship
RCEA- William West Memorial Scholarship
Rush City Education Foundation Scholarship
RCEF- Merlin/Eleonor Beise Memorial Scholarship
RCEF- Richard Schneider Memorial Scholarships
RCEF- Tammy Lind Memorial Scholarships
RCEF- Todd Johnston Honor Scholarships
RCHS Class of 1975 Scholarship
RCHS Student Council Scholarships
Rush City Garden Club Scholarships
Rush City Lions Club Scholarships
Rush City Sno-Bugs Scholarships
Rush City VFW Post #6692 Scholarships
Rush City Womenʼs Club Scholarships
Rush City Youth Sports Club Scholarships
Rush Lake Improvement Association (Grant Allen Scholarship)
Unity Bank Scholarship

As our seniors leave us for their next chapter, whether that be joining the military, starting college, or pursuing a new job, we
share in their excitement for what lies ahead! We wish them all the very best, bright, and joyous future as they embark on
their next adventure.  We will miss them very much!

Please contact me anytime if you need additional support! Have a great summer!
Kari Weileder

Kari Weileder: (320) 358-4795      kweileder@rushcity.k12.mn.us Page 8



Early Childhood
Early Childhood Coordinator

Julie Thom
jthom@rushcity.k12.mn.us

Registration now open for 2022-23 Preschool Classes!!

3-Year-Olds:  Half Day Class - 8:15-10:45am - M/W or Tu/Th - $90/month (scholarships available)
4-Year-Olds:  Half Day Option

Mon - Thur - 12:00-2:45pm - $175/month (scholarships available)
(Full day class registration is closed - waitlist only)

To register: go to Rush City Schools website, navigate to Rush City Early Childhood page,
choose preschool, then click link to register.

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)
Early Childhood Family Education classes are complete for the 2021/22 school year.
Watch for new offerings beginning in the fall of 2022.

Early Childhood Screening
Screenings are a quick check of your childʼs development and required for ALL Minnesota children
before entering Kindergarten. The best time to screen is a�er your child has turned three. Screenings
have concluded for the 21/22 school year and will resume in October 2022.
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Health and Wellness
Deborah Meissner, RN
Licensed School Nurse
dmeissner@rushcity.k12.mn.us

A Bittersweet Goodbye

Many of you have heard that this will be my last year as the school nurse in Rush City. I made the exciting decision to
return to school to get my doctorate and become a pediatric psychiatric nurse practitioner, so I will need to focus my
attention on my studies for the next three years.

It is with so much gratitude, and quite a bit of sadness, that I leave this school. It is only through the connections I made
with students, staff, and families that allowed me to grow and thrive in my role. It also made me realize that I have
strengths I'd like to further develop, so I can continue to work with children and their families in meaningful ways.

A�er my nine-year tenure here, here are my big takeaways about how families can support their children's well-being,
both physically and emotionally.

•Sleep. So many kids are tired. Think about how much trouble you as an adult have to get through a day of sitting when
you havenʼt been getting enough sleep. Children struggle even more, because they o�en donʼt have the tools (e.g.
caffeine) to manage their sleepiness. It then comes out as irritability, lack of focus, or just not feeling good. For young
children, set up a good bedtime routine and follow it consistently. For older kids, decide on a reasonable bedtime, and
have them charge their phones away from their beds!

•Be Present. Talk and listen to your kids. Make eye contact with them. When they approach you because they want your
attention, put your phone down and just be with them, with no distractions. Be interested in their lives. Let them know
THEY deserve your attention more than your texts or emails.

•Vaccinate. Remember that it is required that students have all their required vaccines to be in school. Help out the new
nurse by making sure your incoming kindergarteners and 7th graders have their necessary immunizations! Itʼs required
because it is so important in maintaining herd immunity for all the illnesses we no longer worry about…because there
are vaccines for them!

Rush City Schools will always hold a special place in my heart. I went to school here, my children went to school here,
and I have loved this job so much! Thank you for trusting me to care for your children while they are in school. Itʼs been
an absolute pleasure.
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Transportation
Bob Carlson

Transportation Supervisor
bcarlson@rushcity.k12.mn.us

Families,

Lost and found items that have been le� on buses will be available at CE
Jacobson Elementary starting Monday, May 23. If your child is missing
something, please have them take a look!

A few reminders: Please watch for flashing lights on buses. If they are flashing
red, please stop. We ask for your help with this as we still have a number of stop
arm violations occurring in our community. Also, there are a lot of students and
families out and about now that the weather is nicer. Please be sure and yield to
anyone in a crosswalk.

We appreciate the continued support in keeping our students safe on their way
to and from school. The safety of our students is our number one priority.

I hope everyone has a great summer! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me.

All the Best,
Bob Carlson

NO PASSES
Please understand that it is critical that we have consistent and accurate information on the location of all
riders at any given time. This is why all students are required to ride the bus they are assigned to, as well as get
on and off at their designated stop location. For the safety of all, we do not allow students (families) to alter
these plans. Thank you for understanding that we cannot honor requests for bus passes.
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News & Information
DAPE DAY 2022 WAS A SUCCESS!

Rush City played host to this year's track
meet, which involves all the schools
involved in the SCRED districts.  This was
the first DAPE Day since 2019, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.  Everyone involved
was overjoyed and very excited to be
able to participate again this year!

BEAUTIFUL DAY FOR PROM! May 7, 2022

Page 12



News & Information (con’t)

See Something, Say Something Reporting Link

Rush City Schools is providing a convenient and confidential way for
anyone to report information about situations that might affect
safety at school. Anyone can access the See Something Say
Something link any time - day or night to report concerns about
bullying, unsafe, or potentially disruptive activities or situations.
Examples could include drug or alcohol abuse, weapons, harassment,
threats for personal or building safety. This link is available on both
the high school and elementary web page.

2022 Graduation Information
C�A�S ���T�:

"A J����EY �� � �HO����D �I��S ���IN�
WI�� � S���LE ���P"

C�A�S ���W��:  DA���L�O�

C�A�S ���G:  22 B� �AY��� S���T

Obsolete Equipment
Rush City Schools is pleased to announce that we are partnering with public surplus to auction off obsolete & surplus
supplies/equipment. The website is https://www.publicsurplus.com/sms/rushcityps,mn/list/current?orgid=962602. This
will be live by the end of March to view and start bidding on items. You must register on the site as a buyer in order to bid
on items. Rush City Schools will attempt to keep updating things regularly. All monies made from the auctions will go
back into the schools to help make it better for the children.
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News & Information (con’t)

The 2022 Careers Fair was a
huge success! Thank you to
all of the employers, colleges
and training providers that
participated!

Tiger Apparel!!
Are you in need of tiger apparel? In support of homecoming
2022, be on the lookout this summer for a school messenger to
order tiger clothing early!
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News & Information (con’t)
Families,

Like you, we are shocked and deeply saddened by the news of the shooting at Robb Elementary School in
Texas. We share in the heartbreak we are all feeling for the families who have lost a loved one due to this
senseless act of violence. School should and must be a place where students feel completely safe and
secure. As an added precaution, we are working with our local law enforcement officials and have
requested to have an increased law enforcement presence in and around our buildings for the rest of the
year. Please know staff are available in both buildings to speak to families who are struggling with this
tragedy. The American School Counselor Association also has helpful information available to families.

Brent Stavig American School Counselor Association

The 4th graders at CE Jacobson have
been learning about the workings of local
government. Mayor, Dan Dahlberg, and
long time City Council Member, Michael
Louzek, came to talk to students about
their roles in Rush City government!

Some of our students helped Deputy Gage and
Sheriff Thyen get the word out to #JustDrive.
Students helped out with placing stencils in the
school parking lot and spray painting the
messages. Keep your phones down and heads up
as you drive!
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News & Information (con’t)

8th Grade Community service!
On Monday, May 23rd the 8th grade did various community service
projects. One group of students painted the park equipment,
another group painted fire hydrants, another group helped scrape
paint at the ice rink, and the other group weeded and mulched one
of the rain gardens in front of the school.
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News & Information (con’t)
Business Law Class presents at Mock Court Hearing

Our Law students, Cassidy Atchison, Kaitlyn Chinnock, Garland Gibbs, Olivia Johnson, and Robert Novick, went to the Chisago
County Courthouse, Courtroom B, on Friday morning, May 20, 2022, to present oral arguments during a mock court summary
judgment hearing in front of Minnesota District Court Judge James E. Dehn. The students litigated the constitutionality of the
Minnesota state public school funding system which in recent years has resulted in Rush City Schools receiving 40% less per student
state funding than other Minnesota school districts. Our students were divided into two litigation teams, one representing our school
and the other representing the state of Minnesota, and prepared all necessary legal pleadings. Judge Dehn questioned our student
attorneys during the hearing and indicated that he was impressed with our studentsʼ preparation and presentation. Also pictured are
Justin Murphy and Dakoda Schmidt who assisted their litigation teams in this project. The class curriculum includes the study of
substantive law, leading U.S. Supreme Court decisions, and participation in a Mock Court litigation project.

So who won? You will have to ask one of Rush City High Schoolʼs legal minds to find out!

THANK YOU!!
Thank you to the following businesses for donating to the Class of 2022
Rush City Senior Party! Rush City VFW, Rush City Tire & Auto, Rock Creek
Lions, Rush City Lions, Revive Chiropractor, Dr. Perreault, Gene's Water &
Sewer, Plastech Corp, Hermann Insurance, JJ Bowl, East Central Pallet,
Anderson & Koch Ford, American Legion Post No 85, North Shore Scenic
Railroad, Chucker's Bowl, Sno-bugs, T&T Sports & Lawn, Kwik Trip Rush
City, Lakes Region EMS, Prism Design & Embroidery. #RushCitySeniorParty
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